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are all concerned about the implica-
tions of the committee’s report lan-
guage on the operations and mission of
the Endowment.

In its report, the committee rec-
ommends that NED spend 20 percent of
its entire budget to reconstitute civil
governments in four seriously troubled
areas—Sierra Leone, the Democratic
Republic of Congo, Kosovo, and East
Timor. | am pleased to report that
NED is working in each of these areas
on long-term democratic development.
The Endowment is helping non-govern-
mental organizations, whose leaders
are facing grave danger to their per-
sonal safety, as they report on human
rights abuses, campaign for peace, and
provide independent news and informa-
tion to the public.

We need to keep in mind that NED’s
mission is not to ‘“‘build’” nations or
governments, but to help promote de-
mocracy. It does this giving a helping
hand to those inside other countries
through financial and technical assist-
ance to nurture a strong civil society
and market economy. NED is success-
ful precisely because it targets its as-
sistance to grassroots democratic
groups.

I do not support the report language
because its implementation would un-
dermine NED’s mission while forcing
NED to withdraw scarce resources from
other priority countries. It would be a
mistake to divert NED’s modest budget
to a handful of crisis situations which
are already receiving enormous sums of
international assistance. It is unlikely
that the funds suggested in the report
language could positively impact these
war-torn areas, but by consuming 20
percent of NED’s budget, the language
will hamstring NED’s ability to per-
form its work in many other critical
countries.

NED is a cost-effective investment
that advances our national interest
and our fundamental values of democ-
racy and freedom. It is crucial, there-
fore, that we address the committee’s
goals in the report language without
compromising the ability of NED to
carry out its work effectively.

I urge the Senate and House con-
ferees on the Commerce, Justice, and
State, the Judiciary, and related agen-
cies appropriations bill to delete the
report language directing the NED to
expend funds for nation-building ac-
tivities in four troubled conflicts.

REIMPORTATION OF
PRESCRIPTION DRUGS

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, in re-
cent days we have heard a lot about
various proposals that would allow for
the reimportation of prescription
drugs. Patients pay more for the pre-
scription drugs in the United States
than anywhere else in the world. That
is just not right. The Senate passed a
proposal that Senator JEFFORDS and |
authored that would allow for the re-
importation of prescription drugs as
long as certain steps are taken to en-
sure safety for American consumers.
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I am pleased that the Administration
and the Republican leaders in Congress
have agreed to work together to take
this common sense step towards mak-
ing prescription drugs more affordable
for everyone. Dr. David Kessler, former
head of the FDA, has sent me a letter
expressing his support for the Senate
version of the reimportation language.
Dr. Kessler agrees that we must reform
the current system so that American
consumers have access to safe and af-
fordable medicine. At this time, | ask
unanimous consent to have printed in
the RECORD a letter from David Kessler
for the Dorgan-Jeffords proposal in
which he expresses support for our ap-
proach.

There being no objection, the letter
was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD as follows:

SEPTEMBER 13, 2000.
Hon. BYRON DORGAN,
719 Hart Senate Office Building,
Washington, DC.

DEAR SENATOR DORGAN: Thank you very
much for your letter of Sept. 12, 2000. | very
much applaud the effort that you and your
colleagues are making to assure that the
American people have access to the highest
quality medicines. As you know, my con-
cerns about the re-importation of prescrip-
tion drugs center around the issues of assur-
ing quality products. The Senate Bill which
allows only the importation of FDA ap-
proved drugs, manufactured in approved
FDA facilities, and for which the chain of
custody has been maintained, addresses my
fundamental concerns. The requirement that
the importer maintain a written record of
the chain of custody and batch testing to as-
sure the product is both authentic and un-
adulterated provides an important safety net
for consumers.

Let me address your specific questions.
First, | believe U.S. licensed pharmacists and
wholesalers—who know how drugs need to be
stored and handled and who would be import-
ing them under the strict oversight of the
FDA are well positioned to safely import
quality products rather than having Amer-
ican consumers do this on their own. Second,
if the FDA is given the resources necessary
to ensure that imported, FDA-approved pre-
scription drugs are the authentic product,
made in an FDA-approved manufacturing fa-
cility, | believe the importation of these pro-
duces could be done without causing a great-
er health risk to American consumers that
currently exists. Finally, as a nation we
have the best medical armamentarium in the
world. Over the years FDA and the Congress
have worked hard to assure that the Amer-
ican public has access to important medicine
as soon as possible. But developing life sav-
ing medications doesn’t do any good unless
Americans can afford to buy the drugs their
doctors prescribe. The price of prescription
drugs poses a major public health challenge.
While we should do nothing that com-
promises the safety and quality of our medi-
cine it is important to take steps to make
prescription drugs more affordable.

I applaud your efforts to provide American
consumers with both safe and affordable
medicine.

Sincerely,
DAVID A. KESSLER, M.D.

ANGELS IN ADOPTION

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President,
today is the celebration for Angels in
Adoption and as a member of the Con-
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gressional Coalition on Adoption, | am
proud to participate in such an impor-
tant event.

I commend Diane, and Jim Lewis,
from Marion, IA. | nominated this
amazing couple as Angels in Adoption.

Diane and Jim Lewis are the proud
parents of ten beautiful children, eight
of whom are adopted. Five of their
adopted children have special health
care needs, some with physical needs,
other with mental health needs. Two of
their adopted children are biologic sib-
lings and their adoption has allowed
them to stay together. Their family
now consists of children from several
different ethnic and racial back-
grounds. The Lewis’ also are frequently
foster parents to other children in
need, usually those with special health
care needs.

As special education teachers, the
Lewis’ have seen the need over many
years for foster and adoptive parents
for children who have special needs.
The Lewis’ are truly devoted to mak-
ing the world a better place for chil-
dren. By committing their lives to rais-
ing children who might not have other-
wise had a chance, they have improved
the lives of children and given us all
something to aspire to. They are An-
gels in Adoption.

THE VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN
ACT OF 2000

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, | rise
today to again urge the Senate to bring
up and pass, S. 2787, the Violence
Against Women Act of 2000, VAWA I1—
we are quickly running out of time to
reauthorize it. The authorization for
the original Violence Against Women
Act, VAWA, expires at the end of this
week on September 30, 2000. There is
absolutely no reason to delay this bill
which has overwhelming bipartisan
support.

I have joined Senators from both
sides of the aisle at rallies and press
conferences calling for the immediate
passage of this legislation. The bill has
70 co-sponsors and is a significant im-
provement of the highly successful
original VAWA which was enacted in
1994. There is no objection on the
Democratic side of the aisle to passing
VAWA Il. Unfortunately, there have
been efforts by the majority party to
attach this uncontroversial legislation
to the “*poison pill”’ represented by the
version of bankruptcy legislation cur-
rently being advanced by Republicans.
I do not agree with stall tactics like
this one and believe we should pass
VAWA 11 as a stand-alone bill, without
further delay.

Yesterday, in New Mexico, where he
was releasing funding made available
through VAWA for one of the country’s
oldest battered women’s shelters, the
President made a public plea for Con-
gress to reauthorize VAWA, claiming,
“[T]his is not rocket science. Yes we're
close to an election . . . But it is wrong
to delay this one more hour. Schedule
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